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INNER CITY SUBURBS - SUSTAINABILITY 
Grievance 

MR J.N. HYDE (Perth) [9.12 am]:  My grievance is to the Minister for Planning and Infrastructure.  It is about 
the amount of land that is available in the inner city suburbs of my electorate - in Perth itself, East Perth, West 
Perth, North Perth and Mt Lawley - and the ability of the government to ensure that government agencies are not 
only maximising the government’s returns on investment in vacant land, decrepit houses or unoccupied 
dwellings, but also making an effort in terms of sustainability.  In my electorate are eight railway stations, an 
amazing central area transit bus service initiated under the minister, and a wonderful public transport system.  
With these facilities, it is important that we create a more sustainable community than by perhaps developing 
bare land - raw earth - 90 kilometres out of Perth.  I am particularly concerned about land in the block along 
Guildford Road and East Parade.  As with many activities of government during the 1960s and 1970s when there 
were grand designs for giant freeways, much land was bought under the notion that there would be ultimately, 
either under the Stephenson plan or another grand plan, a Los Angeles-type freeway egress system across the 
inner city.  Thankfully those outdated transport policies have been shelved.  This government has been 
progressively re-evaluating road reserves, with the aim of acknowledging those that are truly needed for modern 
road reserves and those that are no longer part of a modern transport and planning system.  The land I have 
referred to has been vacant for a long time, and should be put on the market and made available for sale.  I raise 
this issue because, as a Labor government, we have an interventionist responsibility to the marketplace.  There is 
an enormous amount of speculation currently in the real estate industry.  Some amazing developments are 
happening in the inner city with urban regeneration through the private sector, which is wonderful.  However, a 
lot of that land is being bought by speculators; investors from overseas, which is great; and investors from the 
regional areas, which is wonderful.  However, for sustainability and harmonious communities we must ensure 
that there is a mix of demographics in housing.  The best way to achieve that is to sell the land to owner-
occupiers.  We have a responsibility to make it easier for genuine first home buyers to get onto the first rung of 
the ladder of opportunity and get into the housing market, particularly in the inner city area.  I applaud what the 
Minister for Planning and Infrastructure and the Minister for Housing and Works have done with excess land 
close to the East Perth railway station; it was zoned for seniors housing and a new park, Norwood Park.  This is 
an excellent use of inner city land right next to a transport hub.  It will make 80 seniors incredibly happy to have 
wonderful housing available close to a modern train station.  Perhaps, unfortunately, if they are Eagles or 
Dockers supporters, they will be close to something else.  Who knows?  However, that is a laudable intervention 
in the sustainable use of government land. 

The Minister for Planning and Infrastructure, the Minister for Housing and Works and I are very much aware 
that at the time of the 2001 election the then Minister for Planning owned two decrepit houses in Lord Street 
which, unfortunately, were being used by what we would call streetwalkers for their customers.  The Minister for 
Planning and Infrastructure, I and others exposed the then minister, Graham Kierath, a very respected man in the 
Liberal Party, as owning a property being used for those activities.  Our government came to office and those 
activities no longer take place in those properties.  However, we have made a plea that that land, on which the 
properties are boarded up, be put on the market and either sold or used for government housing purposes.  I 
understand that the Town of Vincent, without my leadership, has refused to apply for a heritage demolition 
licence for that site.  Perhaps the current council can reconsider that matter to see whether a demolition licence is 
appropriate for the site.  I use that as a clear example of the way in which the previous government was asleep at 
the wheel for eight years.  Unionists have done some amazing things.  The Minister for Planning and 
Infrastructure has probably set the bar too high with the developments at the East Perth train station, the 
sustainable housing at Hay Street, and the new housing project in Stirling Street that will have solar power and 
internal water treatment.  Quite rightly, my constituents and I want to make sure that all suitable land in the 
inner-city is being used for maximum sustainable use. 

MS A.J.G. MacTIERNAN (Armadale - Minister for Planning and Infrastructure) [9.19 am]:  I thank the 
member for his grievance.  There are far more opportunities to develop land around the East Perth and 
Mt Lawley railway stations.  Over the years the Western Australian Planning Commission has acquired 
approximately 32 lots along that strip.  In the past month or two we have finalised between Main Roads and the 
Town of Vincent the redesign of East Parade and Guildford Road.  That was the reason the properties had been 
acquired.  Those roads are becoming an increasingly busy conduit.  It is important that we make sure that the 
roads are efficient, especially now, as they service the East Perth area and link into the Graham Farmer Freeway.  
That work has now been completed.  Of itself, that gives us the opportunity to do an extensive subdivision on the 
land.  We need to get the Town of Vincent to be a bit more focused on getting some good transit-orientated 
development outcomes on the properties, as they are very close to the railway stations.  We would like to see that 
as a comprehensive, intensive, medium-density design at the R60 level.  That will be our approach.  Of course, 
there is one slight complication.  As the member knows, one proposal from the Langoulant committee is that the 
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new sports stadium be sited in the East Perth area.  If that were to occur, it might place an additional burden on 
the roads.  I have asked Main Roads and the Department for Planning and Infrastructure to report on whether the 
siting of the facility in that area would require further modifications to the road network so that we can be clear 
either way whether we can proceed and whether we have a clear definition of what land will be available for 
redevelopment.  I am hoping that we will be able to do that over the next four to six weeks.  Once that is 
finalised we should have a very clear understanding of what the envelope of land is that is available to be 
developed.  We want to do this as a properly integrated redevelopment.  We want to reconfigure the lots so that 
they face away from the roads and to widen the lanes so that they become an internal street.  We want the lots to 
face onto that.  We want to build this redevelopment in a way that is much more suitable given its proximity to a 
major road.   

As I said, it is a fantastic opportunity so close to the rail network.  The member is quite right: we have not been 
able to resolve this issue of the lots in Lord Street.  I am rather disappointed that this issue has flapped around for 
so long.  We have applied to the Town of Vincent for demolition permission.  The two homes are old.  Normally, 
I would prefer to see them restored.  However, because of the reservation over them, it has been necessary to 
demolish the verandas.  The integrity of the heritage fabric has been severely compromised.  The properties are 
very derelict.  The only realistic way of dealing with them is to have them demolished and the land redeveloped.  
We are yet to get the Town of Vincent across the line on this matter.  We will make another representation to it.  
We have offered the land to the Department of Housing and Works.  It would provide a great opportunity for that 
department to create a set of three or four units to provide much-needed accommodation.  I regret that it has 
taken such a long time.  Perhaps the member can use whatever influence he may have with the Town of Vincent 
to get a resolution on this.  I reiterate that we want to seize these opportunities, particularly around railway 
stations across Perth, be it Maddington, Bassendean or Guildford.  They present extraordinary opportunities.  
Even the opposition mentor would know that in his own area there are a number of sites - Cottesloe for 
example - that would offer some fantastic opportunities for transit-oriented development near the railway station.  
We are pretty keen to explore those opportunities and not only get a better design, but also free up some 
resources that would allow us to do works within those communities.  If we approach this the right way, we will 
have a win-win situation. 

Mr C.J. Barnett:  Are you going to respond to the appalling allegations made about the former planning 
minister? 

Ms A.J.G. MacTIERNAN:  Sorry mentor, I know nothing of the history of the site and whether it was a brothel.  
Quite frankly, I am not going to comment on that because it is not something that comes within my portfolio 
responsibilities.  I accept that they are two derelict lots of land and that we need to move on them.  We have to 
get to an understanding on this with the Town of Vincent. 
 


